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Expression Web – Creating a CSS Style Sheet 

Starting Out 

 Open your website in Expression Web 

 File → New → CSS 

 File → Save 

 Change File Name to:  style.css  and click the “Save” button 
[You should now see the style.css file in your “Folder List”] 

 Close the “style.css” page/document 
 

Creating a new Font style 

 In the Manage Styles task pane, click on “New Style” 

 
 Next to Selector:  type in the name you want to use for this font style (e.g. headline, body text, etc.) 

 Next to Define in:  select “Existing Style Sheet” 

 Next to URL:  click the “Browse…” button, select the style.css file and click “Open” 

 Under Category:  click on Font 
o Set the properties you want for this font style (e.g. font family, size, color etc.) 

 Click “OK” when you are done 
 
Attaching the Style Sheet to your page 

 Open the page you want to attach the Style Sheet to 

 In the Manage Styles task pane, click on “Attach Style Sheet…” 

 
 Click the “Browse…” button, select the style.css file and click “OK” 

[You should now should now see “style.css” listed in the Manage Styles task pane 
 
Applying a Style from the CSS styles 

 Highlight the text on your webpage that you want to apply the style to 

 Click on the Apply Styles tab in the task pane (next to Manage Styles) 

 Click on the Style that you want to apply 
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Applying a different Hyperlink style to a certain layer 

 In the Manage Styles task pane, click on “New Style” 

 Next to Selector:  type in “#{layer} a:link” (e.g.  #nav_bar a:link) 

 Next to Define in:  select “Existing Style Sheet” 

 Next to URL:  click the “Browse…” button, select the style.css file and click “Open” 

 Under Category:  click on Font 
o Set the properties you want for this font style (e.g. font family, size, color etc.) 
o NOTE:  you can turn off the underlining on hyperlinks by checking the box next “none” under 

text-decoration: 

 Click “OK” when you are done 

 
 

NOTE:  In most cases you’ll want to set the visited hyperlink style to be the same as the regular 
hyperlink style.  Follow the same steps as above, but use “a: visited” instead (e.g.  #nav_bar a:visited) 
 

Setting up a Style for a text box styled div 

 In the Manage Styles task pane, click on “New Style” 

 Next to Selector:  type in the name you want to use for this item (e.g. text_box) 

 Next to Define in:  select “Existing Style Sheet” 

 Next to URL:  click the “Browse…” button, select the style.css file and click “Open” 

 Under Category:  click on Border 
o Border-style = “solid”   (same for all) 
o Border-width = “1px”   (same for all) 
o Border-style = <chose a color>   (same for all) 

 Under Category:  click on Box 
o Padding = “3px”   (same for all) 
o Margin = “3px” 

 Click “OK” when you are done 

 Drag a “<div>” from the toolbox onto your page 

 Click on div to select it 

 Click on the Apply Styles tab in the task pane (next to Manage Styles) 

 Click on the Style that you created above to apply it 

 

Standard Hyperlink – Style set by Page Properties 

Custom Hyperlink – Style set by style.css entry 

layer 

div with border 

div with border 

3px margin 


